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biographer In our egalitarian 


commonplace but 
Lioyd George. a village school- 
master’s som who hed virtually 
no academic education, became 
Prime Minister he was the first 
figure in British political his- 
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thereby dealing the Liberal par- 
ty a fatal blow from which it 
has never recovered. 
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ate love of liberty and 
justice informs the whole with 
® spirit aot often found in 


is Mainly of @ fortnight in their 


his Own amongst the more so- red to Licyd George to regret lives — between the 
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Forgotten Novelist 


RONALD FIRMRANK. Py 
ar ; 


Jaoretyn 
Ras ser 


Readers of catalogues issued 
by booksellers in England and 
the US. come across infrequent 
references to the works of Ro- 
nald Pirbeank. Here and there. 
. im an odd essay or critical work, 
ht is possible to meet with a 
tanmtalizingly fleeting phrase in 
his praise. Twenty-five years 
ago. when Firbank was still 
alive, Car! Van Vechten publish- 
ed “Excavations,” what he called 
“a book of advocacies” of “more 
or lees oDecure Ogurec in the 
literary world.” Forty years 
of age. Firbank was already in 
need of resuscitation during his 
own lifetime 


This monogravh in “The Ene- 
lish Novelist Series” is a sym. 
pathetic attempt to re-imtroduce 
Pirbank to ihe :eader no, likely 
to fnd his books either on lib- 
rary shelves or in second-hand 
bookshops. Brooke deals briefly 
and biographically with the man 
ecceil ric who 

+ the residua! breath of 
‘Nitttles into this century, 
and then discusses Pirbeank the 
Doveina in i) ate hatywti 
cal fash) iri "se . 
however, his admiration is con- 
Slanlly thrust. 


_— =e - 


tive 


er 


And &% is hard. if you dont 
reject Firbank. not to sdmire 
him His.writings provided con- 
stant surprises. His imagination 


Was @s perverse as it was unr- COMposer commits suicide, his 


bounded. and the wunexpe ted 
and the commonplace chas> 
each other through the para- 
graphs. Hrooke’s enthusiasm 
Goes not blind him to the 
faults, and as he cites one pas- 


sage after another, he deals fair- “¢@l Communist and traitor to 


ly with Firbank’s fallings as 
with his gifte. By judicious se- 
lection @f guotationg from an 
author's works you can prove 
him to be almost anything. But 
Brooke's choice of quotations 
has the advantage of seeming 
to have beer made more or less 
ac random. For a Firbank 

ls almost unmistakable 


An altogether happy effort to 
revive a forgotten author who 
should never really have been 
forgotten. us 


his contract which gives him 
aione the right to “hi 

lire" — and the day 

after spending the fortnight of 
grace granted him “to find out 
aboug the five,” his distracted 
wife bears a premature baby 
who dies, his Jewish-Austrian 


negro humourist leaves in dis- 
gust for France his juvenile ac- 
tress, & real Communist, turns 
State's witness, and his best 
friend and best actor of the 
group is shown up as a fana- 


their friendship He has saved 
only one of the five, an indif- 


8S. LENDER : 
From 
House. 


“M ANDOLINE” 


the artist's recent exhibition at the Jerusalem Artists 


Photo by Braun 


ROACH HA-BTACH VEHAYA- 
DAYIM BEYAVAN HA-ATIRA 


By Kenjamn Farrington. 
Trans, Sh. Gllai. . 186 Sifriat 
Poallm, Tel Aviv. IL.L- 


PERAAIM HESIFRCT BATYEVA- 
NTT HMA-ATIRA ‘Eeeaye in An- 
cent Greek Lé#erature) By 
Aryeh Simon. pp. Mi Hebrew 
University Magnes Prees, Jeru- 
malea 


The difference between liv- 
ing and academic studies is 
clearly demonstrated in these 
two volumes. In an age which, 
like those that preceded it, 
seeks a reassessment of past 
civilizations, a work like Pro- 
fessor Farrington’s is parti- 
cularly valuable because it pro- 
ceeds from an entirely new, 
revolutionary approach to the 
subject. Thought is not Olymp- 
lan, divorced from the ma- 
chinery of human achievement 
and social relationship. Greek 
civilization is not something 
out generis, an unrelated his- 
torical a towr de 
force of abstract cogitation. It 
is the flourishing of human 
thought on the grounds of an 
expanding knowledge of prac- 
tical, material things as well 
as a growing experience with 


ferent elderly actress, buy the techn 


fortnigh, has served to clear up 
his own mind He will now no 
longer be liberal and under- 
standing, but fight Communism 
teoth and nail. 

A brilliant and thoughtftu! 
picture of a wildly tossed so- 
ciety, insecure and unstable, 
without a beacon to steer for. 
Or so it seems from Shaw's 
book. 


PAULA ARNOLD 


UNEQUAL 


STAR QUALITY. 


This second collection of Mr. 
Coward's short stories is ¥ 
unequal. The first, for example. 
“ SarUingly boring and told 
with « deliberate directness 
which makes it read like a 
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STORIES 
synopsis of a novel 


charming one 
about a devoted simple old 
a English patriots 


—— 


the other the title story, 
Maughamesque character sketch 


ciety” has gained such broad 
praise, that we hope it will 
one day find itself on our Heb- 
rew Bookshelf. The thesis that 
the decling of Greek thought 
and science was dependent 
upon the growing alienation 
between theory and practice is 
thoroughly upheld by Prof. 
Farrington by a direct ex- 
amination of the ancient liter- 
ary sources, a task for which, 
as Professor of Classics, he is 
fully qualified. That he does 


REEK STUDIES 


the other hand, were writter 


in their present form, unfor- 
tunately, have been little alter- 
ed. The essays are meant as 
an introduction to Greek lite- 
rature and cover the Homeric 
epics, the three great tragedi- 
ams and the early Greek sto- 
ries. In discussing Homer, the 
writer covers the much debat- 
ed problems of the existence 
of Homer, the date of the com- 
position of the epics, and then 
the narrative itself and its 
poetic form, But when we read 
Simon critically, it is to be 
regretted that we are ieft 
without such solutions as have 
been expounded most convinc- 
ingiy by modern research. 
True, 
Homeric world is a mixture of 
an earlier primitive and a ia- 
ter aristocratic society, but he 
cannot point out the social 
struggies and conflicts under- 
lying this, which alone can en- 
able us to comprehend the 
period. Simon is also able to 
impress us with Hemer's positive 
attitude to his women charac- 
ters as against the unsympa- 
thetic portraits of women by 
writers of the more “democrat- 
ic” fourth and fifth centuries, 


by Greek civilization, we must 
again recommend Prof. Thom- 
son's work or the critical me- 
thods of Prof. Farrington. 
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tract from the value of Prof. 
Mitrany's study, which is 
that rarest of things: An or- 
iginal contribution to political 
thinking. 


LEGAL STATUS OF COOPERATIVES 


SOCTETIES IN 

Abraham Feli- 
man. mp.388. ersky, Tel Aviv. 
TL..3.600, 


One of the earliest pieces 
of tegisiation enacted in the 
year of the British civil 
ministration in Palestine 
the Cooperative Societies 
Inance, 1920 under which 
cooperative movement in 

ine was given legal re- 

ition for the first time. 
Since then the movement has 
made great progress and now 
there are sOme 2.500 register- 


very mannered and romantic 


in these days and 


this sort age effective only if 
the characters ‘and situations 
and here they 

stories seem to 

fact that 


and some 2 per cent 
of Israel's economy is in the 
hands of cooperatives. 

The 1920 Ordinance was re- 
placed by the Cooperative 
Societies Ordinance, 1933. and 

LIVIA MANNING *h8t Ordinance, as amended 
eave? from time to time (including 
the regulations made under 

‘constitutes the law at 


aspects of the 
country people he knows %© subject, but this book is the 
well and depicts so graphic- first to deal with the law 
ally. The theme is the long- and practice of cooperative 
threatered flooding of a vil- 


and systematically the law 

he book is well con- with copious specimen forms 
structed and beautifully ®"¢ rules and practical in- 
written, but it is so ineffably formation for all the various 
dreary; so devoid of any re- * tivities of such socicties. 
deeming grandeur. PA. The full text of the Ordinance 
of 1983 and al) regulations 


EDUCATION 


LANDMAREAS IN THE HISTORY 
OF EDUCATION. By T.L. Jar- 
don, 1&,/ “ 


Mr, Jarman considers that 


| the light of his mew book that he himself 
udice against ma- has benefited from this kind of 


| 


i 


i 


4 


7 


E 


f 


j 


i 
+ 
i! 
iF 

aT 


| 


, 
Hilt 


g 


| 


: 


i 


rE 
i 

if 
af! 


ite 
ace 


i 


pile 
' 
f? 


; 
E 


rl 


| 
? 


a 
: 


to (about ). oa 


announced for 


. 
| 


| 


| 


3 


ecucation, for it is written in 


i 
| 


aH 


oe 


: 


| 


made under it are given in 
the third part of the book. 


“COLIBRI” 
10 DIZENGOFF Rd. cor- 
ner CHEN Bied.. TEL AVIV 
YOUR BOOKSHOP @& 
LENDING LIBRARY 
im the HABIMAH DISTRICT 


IN ENGLAND 


In footnotes, attention is drawn 
to some defects of the official 
translation inte Hebrew of 
the original English text. 

In addition to legislation, 
the book contains particulars 
of various other laws ap- 
plicable to Cooperative So- 
cleties, such as parts of the 
Companies Ordinance, the In- 
come Tax Ordinances, the 
Banking Ordinances and the 
Stamp Duty Ordinance, and 
also references to relevant 
Court decisions. The author, 
an accountant and auditor, 
was assisted in the prepara- 
tion of his book by J. Ben 
Dror, Secretary to the Co- 
operative Societies Council. 


There is ne doubt that this 
is a most useful book which 
should be used constantly by 
every cooperative society in 
the country and by all those 
concerned with the workisz 
of such societies. It will also 
come as a boon to all those 
prospective auditors and law- 
yers, who have to pass an 
examination in the law and 
practice of cooperative so- 
cieties. 


‘As the Registrar of Co- 
operative Societies observes in 
his foreword there is need 
to amend the law so that # 
may meet the need of the 
ever-growing cooperative move- 
ment im this country. This 
well-produced book will do 
much to assist in determin- 
ing what amendments are re- 
quired. HEB. 
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